
The Balm Campus is located at  
14625 County Road 672, Wimauma, FL 33598  
From I-75, take Exit #246 1 mile east to US 301.  
Turn right and travel south 1.5 miles to C.R. 672.  

Turn left and travel east 6 miles to GCREC. 
(813) 634-0000      Fax (813) 634-0001 

 

The Plant City Campus is located at  
1200 North Park Road, Plant City, FL  33563  
From I-75  travel east on I-4 towards Orlando.  

At Exit # 22, turn south onto Park Road 
(FL-535S). After 1 mile turn east onto E. Cherry 
Street. Turn right at first driveway for the PEPC-

Educational Partnership Center. 
(813) 707-7330     Fax (813) 707-7399 

Gulf Coast Research 

and  

Education Center 

Balm Campus 
Jack E. Rechcigl , PhD, Center Director and Professor,  

          Soil and Water Sciences  (rechcigl@ufl.edu) 
Craig D. Stanley , PhD, Associate Center Director and 

          Professor, Soil and Water Sciences (cdstan@ufl.edu) 
Craig K . Chandler , PhD, Professor, Horticultural Sciences - 

          strawberry breeding   (ckc@ufl.edu) 
Zhanao Deng , PhD, Assistant Professor, Environmental             

                Horticulture - floriculture  breeding      
           program (zdeng@ufl.edu) 
Geoffrey C. Denny, PhD, Assistant Professor,  

                        Environmental Horticultureðcommercial landscape 
           management (gcdenny@ufl.edu)            
Jeremy D. Edwards, PhD, Assistant Professor, Horticultural  

           Sciencesðtomato breeding (edwardsjd@ufl.edu) 
Steve A. Johnson , PhD, Assistant Professor, Wildlife 

           Ecology and Conservation - ecology 

           (tadpole@ufl.edu) 
Andrew W. MacRae, PhD, Assistant Professor, Horticultural 

           Sciencesðweed science (awmacrae@ufl.edu) 
Natalia Peres , PhD, Assistant Professor, Plant Pathology -  

           ornamentals and strawberries (nperes@ufl.edu) 
James F.  Price , PhD, Associate Professor, Entomology- 

           ornamentals and strawberries (jfprice@ufl.edu) 
Bielinski M. Santos , PhD, Assistant Professor,          

           Horticultural Sciences - vegetables and strawberries 

           (bmsantos@ufl.edu) 
David J. Schuster , PhD, Professor, Entomology - 

           vegetables (dschust@ufl.edu) 
Jay W. Scott , PhD, Professor, Horticultural Sciences - tomato   

                        breeding (jwsc@ufl.edu) 
Amy L. Shober , PhD, Assistant Professor, Soil and Water 

           Sciences - landscape nutrient/runoff management  
           (alshober@ufl.edu) 
Gurpal S. Toor , PhD, Assistant Professor, Soil and Water     

           Science  - soil and water quality (gstoor@ufl.edu)  
Gary E. Vallad , PhD, Assistant Professor, Plant Pathology - 

           vegetables and ornamentals (gvallad@ufl.edu) 

 

Plant City Campus 
Amr H. Abd -Elrahman , PhD, Assistant Professor, Geomatics 

           (aamr@ufl.edu)  
Michael G. Andreu , PhD, Assistant Professor, Forest  

           Resources and Conservation - forestry systems                 
           (mandreu@ufl.edu) 
James E. Dyer, PhD, Associate Professor, Agricultural  

           Education - ag education and communication 
           (jedyer@ufl.edu)  
Sydney Park -Brown , PhD, Associate Professor,  

           Environmental Horticulture (spbrown@ufl.edu) 
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Mission Statement 

To develop and disseminate new 
scientific knowledge and technology 
regarding commercial agriculture that 
will assist Florida's producers to be 

competitive in the world economy; 

To maintain and enhance the quality 
and sustainability of our natural 

resources and agriculture; 

To excel in the teaching, research and 
extension functions of the University of 

Florida/IFAS. 

 

Forestry Conservation 

Geomatics 

 Landscape & Ornamentals 

Small Fruits  

Vegetables 

Wildlife Ecology 

Active Programmatic Areas 

Genetics, plant breeding, and variety 

development and evaluation. 

Integrated biological, chemical, and 
cultural pest management in 
entomology, plant pathology, and weed 

science. 

Soil and water science, plant nutrition, 

and natural resource management. 

Production, cultural practices and 
physiology of vegetables, small fruits, 

landscape and ornamental plants. 

Natural resource conservation 
combining science, nature, and 

environment. 

Graduate student education and 

special undergraduate courses. 

The Florida Ag Expo is held at GCREC each December.   
Also, commodity specific Field Days are held throughout 
the year providing information and field demonstrations for 
the public, commercial growers and industry 
representatives. 

     GCRECôs Balm Campus houses 16 laboratories 
including tissue culture and plant diagnostics and can 
staff 25 faculty members and their support personnel.  
475 acres of land, donated by Hillsborough County, 
contain research trials for vegetables, small fruit,  
and ornamental plants.  Meeting space available can 
accommodate up to 500 people and features state-
of-the-art audio and visual equipment including 
teleconferencing.   

     GCRECôs Plant City Campus is located at 
Hillsborough Community College and is the location 
for the teaching program.  Students attend classes 
taught and facilitated by on-site faculty and faculty 
from other UF locations.  The Plant City Campus 
offers a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Environmental Horticulture, Natural Resource 
Conservation, Geomatics, and Agricultural 
Education and a Master of Science degree in 
Environmental Horticulture and Soils and Water 
Science.   


